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**God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform.” 
Was ‘sung by the choir. 

“The Epistle of the First, Presi- 
doncy of t the Church of Jesus Carle 
Latter- in br Bish 
* ed,” was read b 
ing was 


e re 
about ha eted. at the conclu- 
sion of the ee session. 

The anthem, Praise the Lord,” 
was sung by the choir 
Adjourned till 2 0 rclock with bene- 


itney. 


dition eve TORR; enry Smith. 


FROM PAGE 293,] 


as by Apostle Heber J. Grant 
was followed by the — ann 
„What wondrous 


By Prophets seen in days * ed. : 
The reading of she: Epistle: of the 
First Presidency was resumed and 
completed by Elder James E. Talmage. 
By motion the sense of the people 
was expressed to the effect that the 
Conference continue for one more day. 
The choir sang: 
Ahe Spirit of God like a fire is burni (Oy 
The latter-day glory begins to come forth, 
the congregation j Joining, 
a at 10 
Oel 


the following is s the full text * the 
Epistle]: 

AN EPISTLE OF THE FIRST PRESI- 
DENCY TO THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS IN 
GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED. 


| Dear Brethren and Sisters: 


In the plenitude of God’s  merey the 


Saints are once again pe 


peace to ussemble in General 
ence to worship the Lord: to 
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ess, to glorify His name, to hear 

is word, and to receive such instruc- 
tion from His servants as the Holy 
Spirit shall dictate, as well as to trans- 
act such business pertaining to His 
Church as may be presented for their 
consideration. Butas we, your breth- 
ren of the First Presidency, are, by the 
force of peculiar circumstances, de- 
prived on this occasion of your society 
and you of ours, we deem it consistent 
with the duties of our calling to ad- 


dress you by letter, and in this way to 


lay before you that which under more 
favorable conditions we should have 
been pleased to have delivered orally. 
In the first place, we extend our 
congratulations to you, as Latter-day 
Saints.and members of the Church of 
Christ, that affairs with us are so fa- 
vorable that so many can meet toge- 
ther as you do on this the fifty-sixth 
anniversary of the organization of the 
Church in General Conference. Per- 
secution has raged 
wrongs have been and are being per- 
petrated against us as a Church, but 
thus far our enemies have not been 
permitted to go to such lengths as the 
persecutors of the people of God did 
in the days of the first Alma, when 
they put tasks upon his peopie and 
put task- masters over them, and put 
to death those whom they found call- 
ing upon God. Though many of us 
are deprived of the privilege of meet- 
ing together in public, yet a goodly 
number of you can assemble, as you 
do this day, and worship your God 
and listen to His word; and we all 
prisoners, exiles and free — can call 
upon our God without danger of pun- 
a therefor. Indeed, we need 
not go to the days of Alma for con- 
trast between the condition of the peo- 
ple of God then and our present con- 
ition, to find causes for thanksgiving 
and praise to our God this day for His 
‘mercies unto us. We have only to re- 
fer to our own history, to scenes in 
which many of you have taken part, to 
find contrasts which should prompt us 
to bear our present afflictions with pa- 
tient equanimity. Some of the Saints, 
perhaps, feel that their sufferings un. 
der the tyranny which is now exercised 
over us in the name of law are very 
severe, and they may sek how long 
shall these outrages be permitted. to 


and ‘hideous | 
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continue? But if they would under- 
stand how much worse our position s 
might be, let them recall the scenes 
enacted in the State of Missouri, when 
the Latter-day Saints were driven by 
mob violence out of Jackson County 
into Clay County, and thence into 
Caldwell County, and finally were 
compelled to flee, in the depth of an in- 
clement winter, out of the State, under 
an order of Lilburn W. Boggs, the 
Governor, which said “that the Mor- 
mons mast be treated as enemies, and 
must be exterminated or driven from the 
State,” and this, too, after many of 


their number had been killed, and the 


remainder had been robbed of nearly 
all the property they had in the world; 
or, recall the treatment the Latter- 
day Saints received in the State of Illi- 
nois, when, after murdering in the 
most savage and heartless manner, and 
while under the pledged honor of the 
State, the President and Patriarch of 
the Church, and wounding almost to 
death one of the Twelve Apostles 
mobs organized themselves, urned | 
2 — the outer 
settlements, destroyed their property 
and drove them for their lives to the 
City of Nauvoo; and then, not content 
with this, brought the whole power of 
the State to bear upon them to compel 
them to leave that city and the State, 
and to take refuge, stripped and des- 
titute, in the wildern where their 
enemies hoped internal dissensions, 
starvation or wild Indians would com- 
plete the work of destruction which 
pcr were not permitted to accom- 
Plish. 
However grievous the wrongs under 
which we suffer to-day, there is much 
vet to be thankful for. Our land is 
filled with plenty. No cry of man nor 
beast ascends from our borders to high 
heaven for the want of food; no beg- 
gars plead for alms in our streets, and 
no destitute soul has denied to him 
that sustenance necessary to supply 
his wants. And with these blessings 
of food, comfortable raĩment and 
sufficient shelter, we have the inestim- 
able blessing of the peace of God, 
which He gives to every faithful 
Saint—peace in our hearts, peace in 
our habitations, peace in our settle- 
ments—a peace which the world can- 
not give, and which, thank the Lord, 
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it eannot takeaway. Let your hearts, 
therefore, brethren and sisters, 
filled with thanksgiving and praise to 
our God for His goodness and mercy 
unto us as a people. He has made 
romises concerning Zion; be assured 
He will not forget them. Zion may 
say, in the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah, “The Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me.” 

But the Lord replies: 

Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb? Yea, 
they may forget, yet. will I not forget 


thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me.” 


At no time has the Lord led His 
eople to — that they would not 
— to endure trials, or not have 
their faith sully. tested. 

Soon after this Church was organ- 
ized His people were told: “ for I have 
decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, 
that I will prove you in all things 
whether you will abide in my cove- 
nant even unto death, that you may 
be found worthy; for if ye will not 
abide in my covenant, ye are not wor- 
thy of me.” . We scarcely need re- 
mind you that if you live godly in 
Christ J while Satan has power, 
you will suffer persecution. 5 
In the providence of the Almighty 
persecution serves a most useful pur- 
pose. Every faithful Saint ng 
ceive and acknowledge this. ch 
one feels its effect upon himself; he 
sees its effect upon his friends and 
neighbors. Persecution develops char- 
acter. Under its influence we all 
know ourselves better than we did 
before. we felt its pressure; and we 
discover traits in our brethren and 
sisters of the existence of which, per- 
haps, we were in entire ignorance. 
The persecution from which we have 
been suffering during these eighteen 
months past, though very painful, has 
not been without profit to the Latter- 
day Saints. It has strengthened and 
infused new zeal, courage and deter- 
mination into the faithful, It has 


also caused many who were careless- 


and indifferent to arouse themselves 
from their lethargy and to renew * 


diligence in the work of God. I 
algo brought to light the. hypocrisy of 


they in their wic 
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many, and caused them to throw off 


be | the mask of friendship and fellowship 


which they wore, and to exhibit them- 
selves in their true lineaments. But 
it is upon the young. our community — 
that the effect of this persecution has 
been most. marked. Many of the 
young of both sexes, when all was 
peace and no war was made n 
their parents and friends, see to 
be of the opinion that they could, 
without any danger to themselves or 
their faith, be in full fellowship with 
the world. The names Latter-day 
Saint and Gentile were alike to them. 
They appeared to see no reason why 
they could not be on terms of perfect 
friendship with both classes. Every 
Latter-day Saint of experience knows 
how dangerous it is for children to 
stand upon this ground. But from 
this delusive dream they have been 
awakened by the rude shock of this 
rsecution. The line of demarcation 
tween the Latter-day Saints and 
the world has been drawn so sharp 
and distinct that they find themselves 
(unless they become open apostates) 
compelled to take sides with their 
— and friends; and the difference 
etween their religion and that which 
is opposed to it is brought home to 
their hearts and consciences with a 
force never before known to them. 
This persecution is driving ths rising 
generation together with surprising 
compactness. It is making impres- 
sions upon the youngest children of 
the community which the lapse of 
ears can never obliterate. They are 
earning the truth of the words of the 
Savior by the painfulexperience which 
our enemies are now giving them. “ If 
ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own; but because 
of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth. you.” 

The Lord has said that the wrath of 
man shall be made to praise Him, and 
in this attack which is being made 
upon us and our religion we see this 
verified. Our enemies have designed 
to destroy the work of God. For this 


they plot and toil and descend to the 


So absorbed are 
schemes, and 80 
bent upon carrying them into effect, 


depths of 11 


that they fail to look beyond the im- 


e are not 


mediate acts which they perform and 


reeive the consequences which fol- out 


ow. They harass, annoy and torment 
men, women and children; they com- 
pel men and women to conceal them- 
selves’ to escape from their cruelties 
and injustiee and tyrannical abuse of 
power; and they consign other men 
and women to prison; and from these 
oceedings derive great satis- 
faction, as they look upon them as 80 
many evidences of their success in 
sapping the foundation of the Church 
of and in uprooting our religion. 
We need not say to you, who have 80 
often witnessed the effects of perse- 
cution upon our religion and Church, 
how fallacious are these hopes of our 
esent persecutors. Instead of crush- 
ing the truth, they are advertizing it; 
instead of showing the world how un- 
worthy and contemptible we are, the 
are, unwittingly, furnishing us wi 
opportunities to exhibit the heroic 
qualities we possess; instead of weak- 
ening or unsettling the minds of true 
Latter-day Saints, they are stimula- 
ting their faith and supplying them 
with additional proofs of the divinity 
of their religion. They would have 
the world believe that we are low, 
sensual, ignorant and degraded, that 


our — — is a system of lust; but 


the thinking people of the world know 
that there is no necessity to endure 
that which the Latter-day Saints are 
now enduring to — lustful appe- 
tites or desires. Licentious, depraved 
men and women would not suffer such 
treatment as Federal officials are now 
extending to us, and bear all manner 
of indignities and go unmurmuringly 


to prison, if they were assured, as we 


are, by courts and prosecuting officers 
that the war is against our marriages 
and not against sensuality if indulged 
in according to popular methods. 
This persecution attracts the atten- 
tion of the world. Its disgraceful 
features may be concealed for a while 
from public knowledge, through the 
lies so industriously propagated by 
those who are its promoters and in- 
struments; but the truth concerning 
it is coming to light. For a while the 


feeling among those ignorant of our be 


true character may have been one of 
indifference as to our fate, or to any 
treatment we might receive. As the 
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persecution a the truth leaks 
degrees. Men ‘and “women 
hear that scores of men, rather than 
accept the alternative of renouncing 
their wives and children, pay heavy 
fines and costs and go cheerfully for 
ong, weary months prison; an 
that delicate women, too, rather than 
betray their husbands, and by their 
testimony involve them in the toils of 
their persecutors, go willingly to the 
penitentiary where the greatest crim- 
inals are confined. Thinking le 
read of these proceedi and their 
former indifference gives place to in- 
terest. But while we acknowledge 
the hand of the Lord in these wicked 
acts of our enemies, they are not re- 
lieved from the condemnation which 
will follow them. They would deny 
us our rights as citizens, and they 
talk about us and act towards us as 
though we were not entitled to any 
such rights; but this is mere impu- 
dent assumption and claptrap on their 
part. We have rights. We were 
born free men and women, and it is a 
duty we owe to ourselves and our 
terity, and to all the people of this 
and, that we should contend for and 
maintain the principles of freedom 
and transmit them unimpaired and 
undiminished to those who follow us. 
We do not ask for this freedom as a 
favor; we demand it as a right. We 
are as much entitled to the full rights 
of citizenship in these mountains as 
any other citizens who dwell under 
the of the Republic. Under any 
and all circumstances we are their 


peers. 
Such trials as the Latter-day Saints 


we are now passing thro is to all 


intents and purposes a religious per- 
secution and nothing else. it wi yet 
ized as such by the whole 
world. Its hideous features, its atro- 
cious character, its travesties of jus- 
tice, cannot be concealed by any 
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Territories are not the trials of ordi- 
nary, vulgar criminals.’ However 
much those who figure as prosecutors, 
judges or jurors in these cases may 
scheme and plot and falsify to reduce 
them to this level, and to fix the 
—— of — — the of 
infamy upon our conduct, they can- 
not the world. which 
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amount of falsification or disguise, 
Already men are beginning to under- 
stand the motives and objects of those 
who are e d in it, and history 
will set its seal of condemnation upon 
it and them, and it will yet as 
an ineffaceable blot upon the boasted 
civilization and liberty of our genera- 
tion. 
The scenes which we are now wit- 
nessing in this Territory are the re- 
sults of a deep-laid and carefully 
planned conspiracy, which has been 
in process of formation for years. Its 
originators knew the elements they 
had to deal with, and by cunning con- 
trivance they have effected a wonder- 
ful combination. Religious and irre- 
ligious, ministers in sacerdotal robes 
and atheistic. scoffers, business men 
of integrity and blacklegs, temper- 
strict morality and pimps and harlo 
are crowded together on the platform 
they have constructed, and they find 
no inconvenience from each other’s. 
companionship. Each is made to 
believe that it is to his direct interest 
to combine to destroy “ Mormonism.” 
A more motley collection of human 
ings was never 
as they may upon every 8 
there been one common “thought 
and unge running through the 
whole an holding them together, and 
that is hatred of the religion of the 
Latter-day Saints and a determination 
to destroy it and them. The conspi- 
tors have appealed to the prejudices 
of each ons to induce him to work in 
concert for this common end. In the 
ministers they have found ready and 
| N in fact, these have been 
the chief authors and promoters of 
he conspiracy. The Pharisees in 
days of the Savior were no more ready 
to egg the multitude on to cry out, 
Orueify bim, crucify him, 
many of the ministers of our time are 
to urge Congress to enact measures 
for our destruction. It is now some 
since sectarian ministers 
ere (with the exception of the Catho- 
lic..clergymen) combined in a docu- 
ment to Congress, urging that body 
to legislate against us. 
This action they have often repeated 


since. Destitute of confidence ia 


their.own religious systems and their 


power to cope with the truth which 
we possess without aid from the secu, 
lar power, they make the air resoun 
with their clamors for Congress to 
ie laws to crush us and our religion. 
hey enlist men of their cloth else- 
where in the same unchristian busi- 
ness. It is only a few months. since, 
and at the time the whole machinery 
of the courts here was being used most 
savagely in sending men, and women 
also, to prison on account of their re- 
ligion, that a deputation of these pro- 
fessed teachers of the doctrines of the 
crucified Redeemer called upon Presi- 
dent Cleveland and presented a me- 
morial signed by upwards of a thou- 


sand persons, and, it was said, by 


some of the most prominent divines 
in the country, earnestly urging him 
to enforce the anti-polygamy act! 
Could the old Pharisees have done 
ut while the ministers engaged in 
the conspiracy through zeal for their 
own craft and sectarian hate, the 
moralist and the politician, the de- 
bauchee and the drunkard, were drawn 
into support of the plot by appeals to 
their interests. The cry of polygamy 
has made a good battle cry; this has 
called the fanatical element into line; 
but and rere 
tion of polygamy, and completely en- 
veloping it, has been the design to 
destroy our rights as citizens, to take 
away from us our liberties under the 
Constitution and the laws, and to ob- 
tain the political control of our coun- 
try, so that, being as voiceless in 
affairs of government as the Indians 
or Chinese, we could be taxed and 
pinsdered with impunity, and be 
orded over by a set of political harp- 
les who 15 our 
expense. is n, and 8 
the object of all the outery peas 


than | against us, of the innumerable false- 


hoods with which the public journals 
have teemed, of the constant appeals 
to Con to legislate against 
and of all the outrages in the name o 
law inflicted upon us by the courts. 
The same covetousness and envy that 
led mobs to band themselves together 
to drive us from our former homes, 
are the sentiments which prompt the 
present attack upon us and our lib- 
openly and 


erties. Then mobs acted 


| 

| 
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defiantly, regardless of law; now the 
policy is a more subtle one; it is to 
reach the same ends under the shelter 
and pretence of law. It meant rob- 
je and the deprivation of rights 
under the old system; under the new 
tactics it means the stealing of the 
litical control of the country, to be 
ollowed by rapine and spoliation. 

Trace up the acts of the conspira- 
tors from the treason of the Governor 
in setting aside the will of the people 
and his usurpation of the powers of 
the National House of Representa- 
tives, in pronouncing upon the quali- 
fications of one of its members, and 
giving a certificate of election as Dele- 
gate to Congress to a man whom the 
people had rejected, down through 
the greater part of the proceedings of 
the courts, and especially the conduct 
of the Governor during the last two 
sessions of the Legislative Assembly, 
and irre ble evidences of con- 
spiracy against the liberties of the 

ople are apparent at every step. 

very act of the conspirators is consist- 
ent with every other act to make their 
plot a success. While engaged in this 
nefarious business, they throw dust 
in the eyes of the nation by making 
an outcry against polygamy—as if 
they cared anything about our mar- 
riages—in order to conceal and ac- 
3 * their deeper design. 

The most active tools in this con- 
spiracy have been some of the Federal 
officials. Their positions have given 
them opportunities which they have 
been willing to avail themselves of.“ 
The nary e of the Constitution of 
the United States assigns as reason 
_ why it was framed : “To form a mo 

rfect union, establish justice, insure 

omestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 
Most excellent reasons for framing 
such a charter of liberty, and every 
officer who acts under it should keep 
these objects in view. But many of 
the officers sent here have acted as 
though they were determined that 
none .of these blessings for which the 
Constitution was framed should reach 
us. The sanctity of home, the 3 


of person, the modesty of maidenhood, 
have all been —— A violated in the | 
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effort to punish the Latter-day Saints 
for their to ‘God and His 


laws. Instead of seeking to establish 


justice and insure domestic tranquil- 
ity, they have sought to “seh neighbor 
against neighbor, friend ‘against 
friend, brother against brother, wife 
against husband and children against 
parents, and to loosen and destroy all 
the bonds which bind man to his fel- 
low-man. Their mission has not 
been to build up and cement society, 
but to tear down and break it up. 
They have taken delight in their 
efforts to sow dissension and strife, to 
tempt wives to betray their husbands 
and to induce husbands, by threats 
of severe punishment if they refused 
to comply with their wishes, ‘to dis- 
own and forsake their wives, and to 
discard and bastardize their offspring, 
and to turn loose, as forlorn outcasts, 
those whom they had solemnly coven- 
anted to provide for and ‘protect. 
When these officials commenced their 
attack upon us and our religion they 
found our homes filled with love and 
affection—husbands and fathers 
devoted to their wives and children, 
and doing all in their power to make 
them comfortable and happy ; wives 
and mothers contented and at peace, 
honoring their husbands and proud of 
their relationship to them; and 
children whose respect and obedience 
testified to the reverencé and ‘esteem 
in which they held their parents. 
Husbands and wives and children 
dwelt together without compulsion 
or coercion. Nowhere on all this 


broad earth, where matrimonial ties 


are held to have binding effect, did 
such complete liberty exist as among 
the Latter-day Saints. It is true, 
wives were sealed to husbands by the 
eternal Priesthood of the Almighty, 
for time and all eternity; but this 
union in the first place was only made 

ible by love, and by love the tie 
is perpetuated. Women knew their 
rights, and they knew that they could 
not be compelled to live with an un- 
worthy man. Happiness reigned in 
our homes, because freedom reigned 
there, and all had their full 


No better proof of this need be ad iy 
duced than the fact that ‘in the midst 
of all this persecution, and the many 
inducements there are offered to wo- 


| 
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men to dissolve: their family relation- 
ships, but few men have accepted: the 
proffered: terme: and disearded ‘their 
wives; and to the honor of our sis- 
= be said, ~ one woman that — 
ow of up to the present writing has 
broken her marriage vow and dis- 
solved her relations with her husband 
and children. 
Vet it is to the destruction of these 
happy homes that all the efforts of 
these officials have been directed. In 
guise of a prete ire to 
enforce it, they would convert this 
condition of society, so peaceful an 
so admirable, into a pandemonium. 
They have worked to this end with 
such malignant cunning, such heart less 
— such ous 
lisregard @ principles of justice 
as have no parallel in American his- 
tory; and that they have not accom- 
plished this result has not been for 
the want of effort on their part, but 
because God has been with His people, 
and His Spirit has been poured out 
strengthen and sustain 
No man- made system or organiza- 
tion could have withstood the concen- 
trated hate and violent assaults which 
have been directed against the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Division and weakness would have 
shown themselves, fatal breaches 
would have been made in the frame- 
work of the system, and the imprison- 
ment or enforced concealment of the 
leading men would have been followed 
by a decay of faith and the disintegra- 
tion of the organization. But the 
Lord, in establishing His Church, 
— such contingencies 
as these. He promised —and all have 
been urged to claim the fulfillment of 
the promise that He would give to 
those who entered sincerely. into 
covenant with Him, a testimony of the 
truth for themselves, and to bestow 
His Holy Spirit upon all. It is this 
promise and its f ent that to-day 
-constitutes. the strength of the 
l — of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
The Prophet Joseph Smith was once 
asked iby —— — city of N — 
Vvoo, the order and prosperity o 
8 — struck him with surprise, 


how 


| 


d | cials have done inUtah, without 


all the severity possible 
citizens pny while no- 


towar 


many who are now among us? 
a governor introduces himself to the 
world and to the people he is sent to 


* 


1 


311 


it was that he governed the 20 
as to produce such admirable results. 
The memorable reply of the Prophet 
of God was: I teach them correct 
principles and they govern. them- 
selves.” This was the secret of the 
good government at Nauvoo, and it 
is the secret of tl good order 
and freedom from strife and otherevils 
which prevail among the Latter-day 
Saints in Utah and throughout all 
this mountain region where they have 
control. In what other community in 
the world could a governor, ju 
and other appointees act as these offi- 
ro- 
ducing anarchy and the complete 
overthrow of all barriers which are 
erected for the protection of society 
and the rights of men? Our enemies 
are loud in their denunciation of the 
Priesthood and its influence upon the 
Latter-day Saints; but that violence 
and confusion do not reign in this fair 
Territory to-day.is due to the teach- 
ings of that Priesthood and their 
influence upon the people who give 
heed to them. The people have been 
taught correct. principles, and they 
govern themselves, 
Do we overstate the truth when we 


say that ovens good, peaceably inclined 


citizen of ew, Gentile and 
“ Mormon”—would enjoy more peace, 
more prosperity, more kindly feelings 
each other to-dayif we had no 

Federal officials at all of the * of 
hen 


vern, in all his public. utterances 
— the platform, and through the 
press, as the latter's avowed and bitter 


enemy, and prostitutes the powers 


of his high office to defame, malign 
and injure them, would not the Terri- 
tory be better without such an officer? 
When judges openly announce from 


the bench that a law which is general 


in its language is to be made special 
in its — 
torneys and juries, and punish wi 

ble one class of 


torious offenders of another elass go 
scot free, and, not stopping at this, go 


on tothe public platform and denqunee 
with voluble and unbridled truculence 
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the class CIUIZORS Waose Cases, taney 


A himself to the 0 


enforeed a oa ‘of non-intereourse 
between c A ‘Gentile citizen 


who has ae to speak of or treat 
a “Mormon” eitizen as a friend 


and associate has been denounced i 


and ostracised; and an im ble 
= has been created ween 
them. 


Is it any wonder, . then, while some 
of the ‘principal officers sent here to 
— and maintain law, are the peo- 
47 greatest enemies and the most 

pap to law and order, that 

—— ice upon all questions affectin ng 
us and our Territory should prevail 
Or that Con should be induced, 
regardless of the Constitution and its 
guarantees, under the pressure brought 
to bear upon it by the incessant clam- 
ors and misrepresentation of this class 
to enact measures that would reach 
such a le as us are deseribed to 

ice, oon ignorance, 
15 forth in hate, But its 
enforcement in these Territories 
is in the spirit of merciless severity 
and undiluted malice, and those who 

_ prosecute under it have not the ex- 
cuse which ‘a decsived and blinded 
2 micht plead for its enact- 


h, officials here have gone far be- | 
nd the letter and ‘spirit of the law 
urpose 
of inflicting 


ide | as charged against him Bat heisa 


minent man of the ‘Twelve 
‘could not be 


In order bo have’ put 
sutrendered 


on calendar, he 


in the — — 1 

fixed a day when his ce willbe heard; 
and, as in every case that has gone 
Washington, hope, 
ing previous disappointmenta, 

this will receive favorable considera- 
tion. is of as 


law, as 
and 


eruel and sufficiently — of 
our rights and libertiss to satisfy the 
implacable author, but by ‘packing 
grand and petit juries: — 
who are selected expressly beca 

they are the pronounced: Spporienits 
of the accused and their religion 
by strained constructions: of the law 
—by extraordinary rulings framed to 
suit each case without regard to pre- 
ceding rulings on the same points 
and by charges to juries which amount 
to direct instructions to convict, ‘this 
law is made an instrument of the: most 
which it inflicts 

thing ever — of: mind the. me 
who voted for ita: It is to be 
remarked of many of the officers who 
enforce the law, that asem to take 
delight in the misery which they think 
it brings. As to:justice in these courts 
as now constituted, and with the ani- 
mus the officials manifest, it is out of 
the question. Every one knows before 
a trial commences what the sentence 
will be. Not one ‘escapes, no matter 
now flimsy or insufficient’ the evidenoe 
may be, who: is indioted if the pruse- 
euting officer has made up his mind 
there shall be a conviction. He finds 


ment, If: sal 
be sacrificed — agony of th 

burning tears of innocent and 
children touch him with no 
have no more effect upon hi 


he were made of stone. 
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upon — had not the apt 
better be closed awhile, than such 
sit Instead of 
ing to sure domestic tranquility 9 
these officers have fomeuted strife, 
they have fostered religious hate, they 
| ey have sought in every way 
to destroy that charity Vieh hich: should 
a5] 80 1D tHE CAB OF -ELlder | a ing age and a phant Treaay 
Lorenzo Snow, one of the Twelve bo hin dequea. 
n on the evidence | adamantine heart: of the ‘prosecuting 
resulted in his acquittal had he been 
tried before a ‘righteous judge and 
an unbiassed jary. If any one fact 
: was more clearly established than 
: avother‘at his trial, it was that he was | 
innocent of a ition of the law 


has u ready coad- 
julew of the third judicial 
district, Who browbeats the accused, 
and évinoes an inhuman ‘exultation itt 


greater — 
When — men deoi upon the pun- 
ve, neither the eloquent argumen 
of eounsel, nor the —— of 
evidence, nor the scantiness of the 
—— is allowed to stand in the way of 
re-arranged sentence. If they 
ye upon one indictment or three, 
upon six of twelve, they have only to 
intimate to @ grund jury that suc 
their wish and they can be gratified. 
The more: distinguished. the man the 
more certain his fate. No grand or 
petit jury has failed to find an indiet- 
ment or a verdiet against any man 
whom the tion and court’ have 
selected as a victim: The marshal; the | 
prosecuting officers and the court, by | 
the: exclusion of all who. have not 
been avowed enemies of the religion 
professed by the accused, and by the 
— of the open venire, have been able 
: k the juries to exeente their 
with unquestioning servility. 
2 therefore, how useless it is to 
make defense, many of the accused 
have made none, but — 7 
guilty. In 90 not 
acknowledge | the righttul lness of 
the law, nor the justice of the 
ment: they viewed: the 
was unconstituti and destruc- 
tive of religious liberty and the pun- 


ishment as an act of ution; but 
by pleading asap he y saved costs, 
and l Was still greater im- 


grea 

portance, they saved their wives and 
children the ee of going into 
the witness stand and being pl 
with indecent questions by the brutal, 
prosecutors. @ major the 
accused, however, have felt 1 to be 
a duty to contesd every inch of the 3 
ground and, to let the. how 
urterly destitute of justice: 

ore, ir treatment 


though to have saved their loved ones 
from these indi; ‘they: would 
otherwise have been willing to endure 
the full panishment of the court for 
| offense : ‘they: were 
arged. eh 
‘the 


Against: 
| tong and falsehoods of men dressed 


in a little brief authority, we have 
appealed and a tly, until quite 
lately, — Our request 
simply ¢ that the wrongs under which 
re suffering might be investi- 

gated : but investigation was the 
t thing that the foes’ to our lib- 
erties desired. A few weeks since 
our sisters followed in the wake of the 
is brethren, and in mass meeting as. 
6 same simp ition, up the 
same fervid ery for investigation; that 
the truth might be known and the real 


facts of the situation be made public 
= their memorial to the President 


We for a full in- 
vestigation: of Utah affair. For 
many years our husbands, brothers 
and sons have appealed for this in 
vain. We have been al- 


most unheard. Everyth — 
to our detriment is receiv our a 
to be heard have ‘been rejected. We 


plead for 
calculated to deprive us oes our polit- 
ical rights and and to har- 
as, eonoy and bring our 
and until a commis- 
sion, duly and specially authorised to 
make full inquiry into the affairs of 
this has investigated: and 


ied or un- American in this? Do we injure 


— aged upon by wach 


ingly No l. We — — 


own. 
if 


ow citizens grant 


to i 


wilt at 


“claim for 


ringe upon 


4 
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6 

being as he has expressed: himsel 

best grace in the world, modestl 

177 

+. 

2 

— a 

| 

rudeness of deputy marshals and ‘the | ties. 4 

insolence of prosecuting Attorneys; us the same Diessibgs 


$14 
themselves, granted, we 
19 

Our sisters hare bad ‘reason 
for their remonstrances and petitions. | 


Nowhere else on this — ic have worse. 
the officers: of the law treated women 


neys at unseasonable hours the 
and nerplexec im- 
ind ut 


— treated: frequently as 
h:'they were criminals convieted | 
blaekest orimes. A number 

the peniten- 
tiary for refusing to answer questions 
that reflected on their virtue, or tended 
i criminate — to whom they were 
ined by: — most saered. ties of 


The first wives 
j “bythe Jaw under 
cers were acting, as 


as the | doctrines. of, true 


legal wives-—have; contrary to all pre- 
cedent, been: compelled 0 testify 
against their husbands: We do not 
mention: this fact to draw any line of 
demarcation between the first and 
— wives. If joined to their hus- 
ods by the eternal. covenants of 

‘a house, all are alike honorable 


usages — — 
vient law or no 


E ‘knowledge. of true 


po is to 
institutions 

* Idaho Territory tlie i 
of. the officers have gone from bad to 
They there — Herod 
in — disr of the people's liber- 
ties. One of the latest mavements has 


in view the revpcnation of all certificates 


— to school teachers who are mem · 
ro ot the Ohurch of :Jesus Obrist, 


,| which means the placing: of onr chil 


dren, ba the of our taxes, under 
the tuition of those who would gladly 
eradicate from their minds all love and 

for — — — 


though it may possibly. be: — some 


cuniery sacrifice, ls 
— — those "OE: aur faith, 


being from the tra — the 
aid, they can unhesitating 
h-th — al 

with the various a gener 
education. And» in this connection 
permit us to urge u the Saints in 
all the Stakes of the necessity 
of -caring well for education a 
our youth. If. we ars to be a power- 
ful people in the naar future, wield- 
ing potent. influence. god 

the peoples of the earth, we must 
prepare ontselves for chose respon 
and not expect that ignor 
ance will avail: us in that 


trine, of — of | 
as Gospel, will be. ur- 


gently to — to fulfill. 
sto: ‘God's one —— at 


the — ‘the 
we believe ly of 


which, to use the expression of one | at honest een 


We: Harn To Do. staindsind for 
It may be bad ‘taste to be aggressive or defiant; but we can siéver be 


‘too to our flag. with 


“the Bat We eat deal too much of 


4 
3’ MILGENNIAD STAR. 
— . 
— — Stak 
| have | placed under 
beavy bonds, guarded by impure men 
q 40 
— od a 2 217714 t 1 17171 | = | 
circumstances is dlear; it is to keep 
their children away from the influence 
those reec 
; 4 sis 17 2 + 
ng their union as equally: legal ane 
lawful before Him, Their feeling 
are as aeute, their affections as strong 
their susceptibilities as delicate, ont 
as, the other. We simply mention 
‘this fact to show how utterly the 
4 anceand 
1 an 
: rugged path marked out for him by truth, ae he conceived it, : 


— 
2 — rs * é * * t 
1411 
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We give the most of our space # this week to the Epistle of the First Presi- 
dency. Its length prevents it being contained in one issue or we would have 
devoted all the columns of this Star to it. It will occupy the greater part 
of the spaes of two. SS Bel 

This is’ the third tims that’ the First Presidency have used the ex erp 
a General Conference, the nature of the | 
which the Church is subjected rendering it unwise for them to appear in 1 
congregations of the Saints. This will not lessen their influence; but rather 
invest their teachings and counsel with inereased interest and importanos, 


and no honest soul will arise from the perusal. of this Epistle witl i 
vietion of the purity, ca ofthe sentinel and pin inciples 
it expresses, 115 
The Epistle Contains a very of the of 
the work of God, and it overlooks no interest connected with it, from the 
labors of f the husbandman to the duties of an apostle. . Tt analyzes the nature 
of the influences operating for and against the Saints with a eompleteneas 
rac cleaitness that bear testimony to its inspiration, and it contains valuable 
ase ‘adapted to the condition of every member of the Church.» To: 
Latter-day. Saints it is, 
sense af the word, tox ite wrote as. f 


e and move and have our being nineteenth century? 


to Zion, to-day, 98 it was 
to Noah several thousands years ago. to receive instructions for. huilding. the 
ark. We live in the” "momentous. 
and tejoiced in by all the Holy prophets ‘sitics the world began. end 
tion ever, lived upon the. 1 1 needed the light of relation 
the present. But alas! 
the time of Jesus; and whom He accused of perseonting and 
prophets While 


7 * >. 
re 
* 3 
* 
- 
* 
* 
4 
273 
— 
* 
15 
9 
ad 
9 
7 
sness an unerrmg spiritual testimony’ of its divine authority. ‘This 3 
ven more 0 us S W on t 
* 
* 
2 
early ‘Christians 
¢ 
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ü is very desirable that the Epistle be widely distributed and the Elders 
and Saints everywhere are called upon to give it all the publicity possible. 
We will print extra numbers of the Srans containing it so as to meet all 


demands 4.0. 


Elders John v. Long, Halldor B. John- 
son, Bein and Henry Krumperman, missioharies for rrive 
here on the 6th inst. per 8.8, Arizona of the Guion Line. 

Elder Long was appointed to labor in the London Conference. * 
Elder Johnson proceeded to Iceland on the 7th, and Elders Heertjes and 
Krumperman to Holland on the 8th inst., Shey appointed to labor 


in those countries. 
Elder Richard T. Owons ls. appointed President of the Welsh Conference, 


FROM ‘NAZARETH 10 ‘DAMASOUS, 
Damasous, 8 April 19, 1068. any ceremony 


th mide 
— — We ‘Nazareth, | veil in the midst of 


waste T last wrote you, on thé morn- a drink, we beheld the See of 
in ‘the katb, atid after about one à beautiful Arub girl, Between Tibe- 

‘reached the | rias —— wo Visited che site or 
foot of Monn 


p Faber wep ruins of but lost 
cended in an, hour, hours cons of 


mount is dewhat ts being cov 
in shape aud ‘about five n- | the ruins the OCoriiithian columns 
dred yards. A Greek end a Roman | architecture of an ancient-temple in- 


mit are maintained on the sum- | dicate. that a 


id; ne ruins of an ancient once pre 486 


ifica 1 Welles view wh the rich | region. 
peciatly of Jez- |’ Of of thie dut its 
— is — — — 
— — fat - niata we have are a failure 
glatter ar, the lack lea ers 
oar bows m Tabor a „more pic 
‘the’ wen of the Jordan; weer the waters 
icity of Diberins; but brom, und fallowed the west side 
the 
18 Son- 
ed 48’ ot 4A to 
dere in the sen 
m6 Ipastime, —.— 
perticnler us 


point of — by Bho 
ed. is 22 ‘that 


perias. ‘Lhe bride in orienta. 
77 " 17 14 17 144 
“tume Wan the center of uttrae 
“Before her pruceeded n man pla 
‘andi aan * 10 — 
either aide more |e alter the fashion of 
th * fe’ about Wo- és in the Mat night) 
men kept ‘nia fet binging eheuting went to the ation. 
„be bride- bad just hed r of 
groom in his and withont,| cumeision performed upon his son, 
| * 
4 


Damascus, On entering Hauwar | to be kid remembered. 
one of the party hed the misfortune| Tour brother in the Gospel 


7 


* 


President D. H. 


home trom Jutland, 


make one’s knees grow weak wits.) has, to 
at the round short distance | land. Thehotee part of the cavalry 
d no in this interesting scene. un 
— 
to tumble into @ large erees 
‘ 
ing in Randers,’ Z Riders 160k Tollowing 


LATTRR-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR, 


in to all ia 105 ür oll! 

1 the . 

here Jc ln me, in otf) uaioanh megod bas 


Fivs persons in one family Logan aggregate 17041 * in weicht. 
MeCéok, commandant at * been ordered 


19 11 1 tor of 3 


ue City are endeavoring & con 
tinuation, through the summer months, of the eight/o'clock early Closing system. 

, Govern ern or Murray has pardoned a number of the inmates of the Penitentiary 
whose sentences Teniged: from: a life 
terms, 1 101010 100 1 

4 before proposing to take the ti oft woo 
the wool growers and dealers in Utah and other T erritories are ‘aking eetio 
to have the protective duty retained. 

Davis and Weber counties were visited by a severe id atom on the 19th 
ult., which blew down some barns and outhouses. During the storm Salt 
Lake was very turbulent, and e, some o galt barges w. wore * loose from their 


— when they both fell into the water and — ‘drowned. paver the! 


worth, ‘is by’ bi 

Murray in the scheme to bring out troops. from: ‘the cam and: put the ‘Perri- 
There have recently been berlous at fampering’ Unite 
States Mails in Utah, and the government has ordered an gffloial investiga- 
tion, In letter, mailed at a post office in Lahe and directed 
toe person in Salt Lake City, failed to reach its ¢ on; but was 
in u notorious! anti-“ Mormon” new 
Mrs. Mary Ann Plaut recently. died in Salt ‘advanced age 
of nearly, 94.years. Her husha band, who will be past aod yar age on 
the, ard oi next October, and to whom she had ‘had: been marriet for over 
and is Kulte Active, goud 


ety 


ol thie — — by white men in 1847. At 


that’ time-parties ‘who’ wore some hat wit 


or mountainsers, 
Wing th 


77 
75 
4, 
* 
“Qn sth ult, two children o pal Houston, one of them a girl, 
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occurred almost immediately after thé arrival of the Pioneers, as if to signal- 
ize a change of climate, it p tm 


became common by an — few however, there 
has been a very ma ne erease in the 1 the e and the elimate seems to be 


gradually changing 800 ATT of the driest in the world to one —＋ — 
humidity. The frequent. showera of late have heen, almost enough to make 
one imagine himself in the cool climate of, England” 
An act of the Legislature of Utah makes the officés Perritorial Treasurer 
and Auditor of Public Accounts elective, and in accordance therewith all who 
have held these offices have been elécted-thereto by the people. Governor 
Murray, among his other tyrannicatassumptions, has for some time oontended 
that it was his nie pier ative to appoint them, and recently inted 125 
Roberts and Arthur att to these Offices, which action 1 
conflict with Messrs, Jack and Clayton, who were duly ele | 
according, to the Territorial law before mentioned. The — . 
fre mente Tin mater law 
invalid: and that the Governor had the right of appointment. The officers 
chosen by the people have appealed to the Territorial Supreme Court) und 
much interest ‘is: manifested in the case, for if these! very important offices 
are to be filled. by the’ creatures of a Governor who hus been hostile 
to the interests 6 ‘thie peo ple, it will be one more in the long! ‘of outrages 
inflicted üpon ‘Utah stép gained by her eiemies in that scheme 
of and are pursuing with auch hate 


cork ¥ inf’, b ae tw 195 nab 111! 9} an. 


wear 


J 


Ths 


0 Gadd Richard Re. leit — for 
Utah on Saturday the 15th inst., per S. S. Arisond of the Guion Line. They 


— — * * — 


of Mormon, with a view to proving it of modern origin. As am introduction, he told his 
andiende that when he began to investigate the Book:of Mormon’ he divested: himself of 
all prejudice; and. resolved that if he was convinced of ite truth he would ‘accept its: doc- 
trind. In this state of mind he began his: investigation; but on the very first page the 
book, in reading the names of Lehi’s sons, he found to his ‘surprise that )one:wae named 
that’s And le! here man ¥ 
years B. C, with nick -name Sam! Right there, said the pen. bagan 
doubt.” After the close of the lecture, a gentleman in the the auudietioe, rose 
parson if one of the sons of Jacob waan't named Den. I am not fad ka he 
replied in the affirmative. 


Gentleman. Woll, didn't Daw ive hundreds of yours before the coming g ot 
Gentleman. “Dan, Dan! well that name sounds familiar to . Dent Why, int 

that the Yankee nick -name for Daniel? 


Mr. Lamb. No, no! Dan is the wt from nch Daniel is derived.” 

Gentleman. “Yeu, Ghat may be posible that Sam is the root from 
which Sdmitel was derived?’ 

Ms. Lamb now presents his the Sam” Lake Herald. 
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